Date:  _________________________





VIA FACSIMILE (916) 319-3745
The Honorable Tom Ammiano





Chair, Assembly Committee on Public Safety 

State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0013

RE:
SUPPORT for AB 1900 (Skinner) – Limiting the Use of Shackles on Pregnant Women

Dear Assemblymember Ammiano:

I am writing to express my strong support for AB 1900, which ensures that incarcerated pregnant women are restrained in the least restrictive way possible when being transported to and from a state or local correctional facility. 

Shackling pregnant women puts their health at risk and restraint policies must be standardized. Excessive shackling poses undue health risks to a pregnant woman by increasing the woman’s risk of falling and rendering her unable to break potential falls. Accordingly, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) opposes the use of shackles on pregnant women in all but the most extreme circumstances. In addition, two states have passed laws, and the U.S. Marshals Service and American Correctional Health Services Association have adopted policies, to ensure that least restrictive restraints are used on pregnant women only when there is a legitimate security reason for doing so. 

California has led the nation in passing laws that limit the use of shackles during labor and childbirth and could join states like New Mexico and Vermont in limiting the practice throughout pregnancy. Because current state law does not address the use of shackles prior to labor, pregnant women in California are frequently shackled by the ankles, wrists and/or belly, and to another person, while being transported to and from a correctional facility. Although the vast majority of incarcerated women are non-violent, non-serious offenders, women as far along as 8 ½ months pregnant have been shackled in the most restrictive ways.  

The lack of statewide guidance on this issue has led to inconsistent and sometimes harmful approaches to shackling pregnant women. Restraint practices vary throughout the state, and only one-third of counties have adopted policies requiring the use of less restrictive restraints on pregnant women. It is important to standardize county policies. Moreover, federal courts have established that prison officials may be civilly liable when they restrain someone with deliberate indifference to that person’s health and safety. 


AB 1900 protects some of California’s most vulnerable women from being unnecessarily shackled when they are pregnant – a practice that not only poses a significant risk of harm to a woman’s health and the health of her pregnancy, but also subjects counties to potential legal liability. We urge you to pass AB 1900. 


Sincerely,

cc (via facsimile):

Assemblymember Nancy Skinner, (916) 319-2114 (fax)

Marci Fukuroda, Rainbow Services, Ltd., (310) 548-0611 (fax)
